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A COMPARATIVE POLITICAL ECONOMY of the BRICS

This course will provide a set of eleven lectures on the comparative analysis of the
BRICS countries and their relationship to advanced income economies as well as to
other emerging economies. The aim of the lecture series is not to provide
comprehensive country reports but aim to identify connections between countries on a
range of different sets of issues. The initial lectures will provide an examination of the
concepts behind the BRICS, and how these relate to notions of emerging economies.
The lectures will then move on to a discussion of economic performance of BRICS
themselves and differences within these countries in relation to terms of histories,
cultures, and politics of the nation state. There will be a focus on a range of economic
and development features where the particularities of state policy and economic
orientation affect macroeconomic policy as well as poverty and social justice issues.
LECTURES

Lecture 1: Overview, framework, key parameters and issues from a comparative
analysis of Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa.

Lecture 2: The concept behind BRICS.
Lecture 3: BRICS - a comparative assessment of economic performance.

Lecture 4: BRICS - a comparative assessment of social development- education,
health and gender equality.

Lecture 5: BRICS - a comparative assessment of environmental responsibility, the
‘green economy’ and sustainability [Anand, Comim and Tim Scott].

Lecture 6: BRICS and the international trade and financial architecture - namely,
G20, WTO, WB, IMF, and OECD.

Lecture 7 : Country vision, development pathways and challenges.
Lecture 8: The role of state in macro-economic management.
Lecture 9: Poverty, inequality, and social justice.

Lecture 10:  Energy, natural resources and sustainability.

Lecture 11:  Innovation, science, technology and knowledge economy.
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METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Weekly Readings

Class Discussion
A minimum of two out of three 2500 word essays



